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WESTWOOD CELEBRATES—The Westwood campus celebrated
the long awaited opening of a satellite clinical laboratory in the
Emergency Department (ED) last August. Support Service and
Core lab personnel now work in direct partnership with ED
staff to ensure reduced turnaround times and rapid patient
care. Early statistics indicate that ED turnaround times have
been substantially reduced.
How does the ED laboratory meet a half hour turnaround
time? TEAMWORK!
Specimen processing personnel monitor Medhost, the ED
Information System, and Meditech, the Laboratory Information
System, to ensure that test orders are correct and complete
from one system to the other. Clinical Laboratory Scientists
perform a limited battery of chemistry and hematology tests on
whole blood specimens (no centrifugation required).
The space may be small, but the outcomes have been
impressive!

SANTA MONICA FESTIVITIES and MOVE-IN—UCLA Health System celebrated
the completion of a massive rebuilding project at the Santa Monica campus
in September. On January 8, 2012, 125 adult and pediatric patients were
carefully transported into the new buildings, located at 16 th Street and Wilshire Boulevard, and doors were officially opened for patient care. The move
followed months of preparing the hospital for licensing and occupancy, and
working out the details of patient relocations.
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INTRODUCING: The Clinical & Translational Research Laboratory
(CTRL)

The Clinical & Translational Research Laboratory (CTRL) in the
Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at UCLA has a new
home in the Center for the Health Sciences (CHS) building. The CTRL
is part of the Clinical and Translational Research Center Core Laboratory, serves as the Immunology Core Laboratory for the Multicenter
AIDS Cohort Study, and is the immunology reference laboratory for
the hospital-based clinical laboratories at the UCLA Medical Center.
The CTRL aims
to perform "one
-stop" immunology
testing
services
that
include sample
processing,
separation of
cell types, assay
set- up,
longitudinal
quality control
checks,
data
interpretation,
customized
1st row (front): Nancy Wu, Gina Bonifacio, Ofelia A. Berina, Sharon Chi Wing Li;
reference ranges,
2nd row (middle): Rufino Juta, Asnake Yegermal, Suzanne Roring Wolozny,
Chantel Dleshad, Hasmik Bagdasarian;
and
long-term
3rd row (back): Najib Aziz, Shaun Hsueh, Alvin Manset
specimen storage

The CTRL provides state of the art immune
-based testing in support of both clinical and
translational studies specializing in assays to
evaluate lymphocyte function. Services include processing and
separation of mononuclear cells, preparation of cells for analysis,
data analysis and specimen storage. Same day testing is performed for functional assays (natural killer cell cytotoxicity and
lymphocyte proliferation) that are affected by overnight storage.
New tests are continuously being developing and implemented to
meet the evolving needs of investigators.
The laboratory is a California licensed, CLIA-certified and College of American Pathologist accredited laboratory, staffed by 10full time research scientists, 2 hospital laboratory technicians
and 2 full time Clinical laboratory scientists. The facility works
with investigators both inside and outside the UCLA enterprise on
a collaborative and fee-for-service basis. There are currently
more than 30 internally funded investigators utilizing the laboratory, with more than 7000 tests being performed annually.
The laboratory occupies approximately 5000 square feet of space
located in the A-level of The Center for Health Sciences Building. The
laboratory has 14 full time clinical & research
scientists with more than 60 years of experience
in immunological testing methods.
Anthony Butch, Ph.D., serves as the director
of the CTRL and Professor in the Department of
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine. He is also
Director of the Clinical Chemistry/
Immunochemistry sections of the clinical laboratory at the UCLA Medical Center. Dr. Butch has
published more than 100 papers, abstracts and
book chapters, serves on 2 editorial boards, and
is an ad-hoc reviewer for 11 journals. He has
been actively involved in immune-based assay development and validation for more than 20 years.
Najib Aziz, M.D., SC, (ASCP), is the CTRL manager and technical specialist. He has worked with
immunological assays since 1988 at UCLA and
oversees all aspects of testing, including the
rigorous quality control program. Najib plays a
critical role in the development of new technologies and assays, and serves as an important
liaison between the laboratory and principal investigators.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: Graduate Student
by Katrina Hoyer, Ph.D.,‗03
Alumni
Postdoctoral Fellow, UCSF Medical Center
Michael
Catania
received his Ph.D. from Dr. Harry Vinters‘
laboratory at UCLA in 2000. His dissertation
was on the molecular function of tuberin, a
protein that when mutated results in brain
development defects and seizures in newborns. With his doctorate in hand, he moved
to the private sector, where he made significant contributions working in product development at various diagnostic companies.
Dr. Catania is currently Director of Product
Development at Banyan Bioimarkers in Carlsbad, CA where he is leading the development
of an FDA-approved

diagnostic test for traumatic brain injury.
Prior to this, he was a Product Development Manager at Gen-Probe Inc. (San
Diego, CA) where he developed a diagnostic test in the women‘s health field.
Before joining Gen-Probe, Michael
worked at Nanosphere Inc. (Northbrook,
IL) where he led scientific teams to developing two FDA-cleared diagnostic tests.
One was for DNA polymorphisms associated
with hypercoagulation, and the other was the
first FDA-approved pharmacogenomic test to
aid in the prediction of warfarin sensitivity.
In his spare time, Dr. Catania is the current Presi-

dent
of
the
American Association of Clinical
Chemistry
(AACC),
Sa n
Diego Chapter,
where he organizes
webinars,
speakers
and
local networking events for members. Finally,
he and his wife (Dr. Sara Becker-Catania,
UCLA Pathology Ph.D. 2000) welcomed the
next Dr. Catania into the world this past September. Dr. Michael Catania can be reached
at drmcat01-01@yahoo.com.
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Lab Scientists Who Headed Out West
According to a report released in March, 2011 by the
California Hospital Association‘s (CHA) Healthcare
Workforce Coalition, among Clinical Laboratory Scientists
employed in the State‘s hospitals from January to May
2010 (not including those employed in doctor‘s office labs, public health departments, reference laboratories
and other non-hospital locations), 844 will be eligible for retirement by 2015. Only approximately 125 CLS
graduate each year from programs located in California. With an increasing demand for laboratory testing, the
existing shortage is putting pressure on labs everywhere. The good news is the recent hiring of two out of state
CLS by the Core Lab in Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center, who are featured in this employee spotlight.

by Nathan Okawa
Core Laboratory Senior Supervisor

Hi Thomas, tell us about yourself:
I was born and grew up in Topeka, Kansas
(the capital) and graduated from the University of Kansas.
I understand the Clinical Lab Sciences program there is a 2+2 program. Can you tell us
more about this?
Students take 2 years of specified liberal arts
courses in biological science, chemistry, math
and general education followed by the clinical component of the
program at the KU Medical Center in Kansas City. The senior year
includes the practical rotation; I went to the VA Medical Center in
Kansas City.
What inspired you to choose this field?
My older brother Patrick is a CLS working as a hematologist at the
KU Cancer Center. He seemed to like the field, and said I should try
it when I was looking for a career. In addition, my dad is a medical
administrator and my mom is a nurse practitioner. My younger
brother was just admitted to nursing school, so my entire family is
in the health care field.
What made you want to come to Los Angeles?
I visited my uncle in LA when I was a child, and went to Disneyland.
I knew I always wanted to come back after that. I hate the cold too,
and I thought my last winter there would kill me. The VA was on a
hill, and my car got stuck behind another car, with a long line behind me. That was it.
What were your first impressions of LA?
Topeka has a lot of fields just beyond the city limits. I drove for
hours through cities on my way to LA. I like the palm trees, and
UCLA has a beautiful campus.
I understand you drove to UCLA for your interview and drove back
home?
I was too young to rent a car without paying a lot of money, so I
drove 26 hours to LA and then got back in my car and drove 26
hours back. Once I got the job, I piled all my possessions into my
car and drove back. I was worried that someone would steal everything I owned! It‘s funny, people are always telling me ―you‘re not in
Kansas anymore,‖ but I live in Culver City, just a few blocks from
Sony Studios, the former MGM lot, where the Yellow Brick Road is
still located.
Finally, what are your impressions of the Clinical Laboratory field
and what do you expect to be doing in 5 years?
I really like it so far, and am glad I got a job at such a prestigious
institution. I vest in 5 years, right?
That is right Thomas. We‘re happy to have you here, and are all
impressed with the job you‘ve been doing so far. Congratulations,
and keep up the good work!

Hi Elayne, what brought you out west?
My husband (at the time fiancé), Matt got a
job in California at E! Entertainment and I
had just graduated from college so I had
not gotten a job yet. I figured it would be
the perfect time to make a big move out to
California.
Where were you originally from and where
did you go to school?
I am originally from Tipp City, Ohio, a small town 20 minutes north
of Dayton. I graduated from Bowling Green State University with a
Bachelor‘s degree in Medical Technology. I interned at Wood County Hospital, a small community hospital in Bowling Green.
When did you first find out about the field, and what attracted you
to it?
I was originally a nursing major and a good friend of mine was a
Medical Technology student. I had never heard anything about
Med Tech so I was asking her all about the job and the outlook
during a sophomore year science class. Later that night I went
home and researched Medical Technology more and decided that it
sounded like a better fit for me.
What were your first impressions of California and UCLA?
My first impressions of California were that there are tons of people. Coming from a small town everybody knew everyone, so the
number of people in this area is kind of overwhelming sometimes.
The traffic is crazy too!! I used to think people exaggerated just how
bad the traffic was out here and now I can say first hand that it
really is as bad as people make it seem. I love UCLA! The campus
is so pretty and the Medical Center is just amazing!
What do you miss (or don‘t miss) about the Midwest?
I miss the empty highways and the four seasons of the Midwest.
Falls were always so beautiful and it was always so exciting when
you first saw the flowers start to bloom and the first snowflake fall.
I do not miss the awful winters though! Plus of course, I miss my
family and friends that are all still there!
What are your plans for the future?
I hope to one day have a full-time job here at UCLA rather then a
per diem job and maybe down the road be a Senior Specialist or a
Supervisor of the lab.
Thanks for talking to us today Elayne, and we‘re pleased by the
speed of your progress here in the Core Lab. Welcome to UCLA!
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KUDOS: Congratulations are due!
On behalf of the Department of
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine,
it is a pleasure to announce:
Ann Shadler, MT(ASCP)SBB, has accepted the position of Director of Operations for Anatomic Pathology
Ann came to UCLA in 1979 as a
Clinical Laboratory Scientist student.
After successful completion of the
program, she started her career at
the UCLA Blood Bank. Ann was subsequently promoted to Blood Bank
Supervisor, where she took on the
additional responsibilities of compliance officer, technical specialist, and
the Santa Monica UCLA Blood Bank

Supervisor. In 2005, she accepted
the position of Manager of Regulatory Affairs, Safety, and Education for
the Department of Pathology and
Laboratory Medicine, where she has
been an invaluable resource for the
entire department. Ann brings a
wealth of experience to her new role
in the department. She enjoys challenging experiences as proven by her

31 year track record. She has
demonstrated professionalism, team
spirit, and hard work while working
here and has been a motivation to
people working with her. She is sure
to bring the same spirit and energy
to her work in the new capacity and
will inspire people to do better than
ever before.

Justine Pomakian, MPH, has accepted the position of Manager of Special Projects, Pathology Operations
Justine joined the Department of
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine
in 1996, initially as a volunteer,
then as a Staff Research Associate
in Dr. Harry Vinters‘ research laboratory. During her twelve years in Neuropathology, she co-authored several scientific papers and supervised
many functions of the laboratory. In
2008, Justine earned a Master‘s

degree in Public Health, specializing
in Health Care Management and
Health Policy, from the UCLA School
of Public Health, which led her to
accepting the position of Manager
of the Surgical Pathology Reporting
and Transcription office. This opportunity gave Justine the chance to
provide first-hand patient care to
our patients and their families, as

well as the chance to work on several patient-care improvement projects within the department. Justine
is enthusiastic about the new experiences and challenges she faces as
she begins her role as the Manager
of Special Projects for Pathology
Operations.

David Jaquez has accepted the position of Director of Personnel/Payroll Services
David began his tenure with the department in 2005 when he was hired
as the Manager for Research Administration—and in his new position is
retaining his designation as a Departmental Research Associate from the
Office of Research Administration
along with his new responsibilities.

David began his UCLA career in 1997
and has since worked in a variety of
managerial roles in the Schools of
Medicine, Public Health, and Engineering. His responsibilities have
encompassed a variety of business
functions including supervising payroll and accounts payable; fund man-

agement and gift administration;
developing and implementing financial systems; and conference management (both domestic and international). David made great improvements to our research administration
infrastructure, and looks forward to
his new career in Personnel/Payroll.

David Islas has accepted the position of Manager of Research Administration
David will provide the leadership and
guidance needed to oversee all research operations, proposal submissions, and business activities related
to the department‘s research administration, supervising the management of a variety of grants and cooperative agreements, UC, State, Federal, and private foundation policies
and procedures. David came to us
from Physiological Science, where he

worked first in Facilities management
and then quickly moved his way up to
Senior Administrative Analyst/Fund
Manager. During his tenure in the
division of Life Sciences, David
gained valuable knowledge not only
of the full scope of research activities
(e.g., proposal submission through
post-award closeout) but also of purchasing and payroll. Originally hired
into the department as a fund man-

ager in early 2009, David quickly
became Senior Fund Manager/Team
Leader, adding supervision and mentorship of two fund managers to his
existing responsibilities. With his
extensive background, broad
knowledge of University processes
and systems, and his strong communication skills, we are lucky to retain
him for this important position.
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CLINCAL EXOME SEQUENCING: On the Horizon at UCLA
by Stanley F. Nelson, M.D.
Professor, Departments of Human Genetics,
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine,
and Psychiatry
There are over
2,000
Mendelian
diseases caused by
known DNA variants.
Searching through 37 million base pairs in
20,000 genes to potentially locate the single DNA change responsible for a patient
disorder is a tall order. Fortunately, approximately 85% of these known diseasecausing variants occur within the 1% of the
genome which codes for proteins (exons) or

flank the regions which code for proteins
(splice junctions). Finding the clinically
significant DNA variant within this region
is the focus of Clinical Exome Sequencing.
By surveying virtually all protein-coding
regions in the genome with this single test,
the need for multiple costly single-gene
sequencing tests is replaced and the odds
of identifying a high-risk variant are drastically improved. Approximately 93% of the
protein-coding sequence of all current clini-

cally-offered disease genes can be assessed by a single Clinical Exome Sequencing test. The test is intended for use in
conjunction with an individual‘s clinical
presentation and other markers of disease
progression to manage the patient‘s genetic disorder.

EVENTS: Clinical Applications of Genome-Wide Testing
This exciting conference took place on
January 27, 2012, in the Neuroscience Research Building Auditorium and was led by
our department‘s own Drs. Wayne Grody and
Fabiola Quintero-Rivera.
The UCLA Clinical Genomics Center's allday symposium provided important and exciting information about cutting edge whole
genome technologies currently transforming
biology. The symposium addressed the importance of appropriate clinical application of
whole genome technologies, chromosomal
microarray analysis, and whole exome sequencing. It demonstrated the use of these
state of the art technologies to identify specific mutations in particular Mendelian disorders.
Experts in a variety of disorders provided
examples of improved patient outcomes
using this definitive diagnostic approach
which will be the future of healthcare. The
importance of pre- and post-test genetic
counseling, and the highly complex ethical
considerations associated with this extraordinary diagnostic opportunity were also addressed. This course was targeted to an
audience of adult and pediatric specialists in
Kingshuk Das

Josh Deignan

cardiology, neurology, ophthalmology, psychiatry, and neonatology; general and fetal medicine obstetricians; audiologists and ENT
physicians; clinical and molecular geneticists;
genetics counselors; molecular pathologists;
and pathologists with an interest in genetics.

Attendees came away with a clear understanding of the appropriate application of
genome-wide analysis within clinical practice
and information on how and where these
services could be accessed. The many speakers were able to help attendees explore specific diagnostic strategies for Mendelian disorders like skeletal dysplasias, sexual development disorders, deafness, and DNA repair.
By the end of the conference, everyone could
recognize and emphasize the importance of
pre- and post-test genetic counseling for
whole genome analysis.
Richard Gatti

Wayne Grody

The symposium featured Keynote speaker Dr.
Robert C. Green, Associate
Director for Research of the
Brigham and Women's Hospital and Harvard Medical
School. Dr. Green‘s research
interests focus on developing
a national research agenda
for translational genomics and personalized
medicine. He has worked for over 20 years in
the genetics of Alzheimer‘s disease and is
currently Principal Investigator and Director
of the REVEAL (Risk Evaluation and Education for Alzheimer‘s disease) Study, a multicenter project funded by the National Human
Genome Research Institute to develop genetic risk assessment strategies for family members of patients with Alzheimer‘s disease.
This study is the first to use randomized clinical studies to explore the impact of genetic
susceptibility testing and disclosure.
Speakers from Pathology included
Kingshuk Das, MD, FCAP; Josh Deignan, Phd,
FACMG; Richard Gatti, MD, FAAP; Xinmin Li,
PhD; and Stanley Nelson, MD.

Xinmin Li

Fabiola Quintero-Rivera
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Hallway Beautification Project

ARTIST’S PROFILE: Sinuous Line Between Science & Art
A lifetime of studying the lines, curves
and angles of the
human body gives
Dr. Anthony Verity an
affinity for the lines,
curves and angles of
art. Born and
educated in England, he immigrated to the United States in 1959,
about the same time he became interested in art. An emeritus professor of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at
UCLA, he is a self-taught sculptor and
painter.
Early on, he became enamored of
modern Japanese art, a motif that finds
its way into many of his sculptures and
paintings. His sculptures are representation-

al and abstract rarely using the human form.
"I have an appreciation for patterns and lines
that tends to move toward the abstract",
says Verity.
.
As the sculptures grew larger and heavier, he embarked upon the production of
specialized, one of a kind artistic greeting
cards and
larger
paintings
in mixed
media or
acrylic.
Again, his
artwork
reflected a
basic
interest in
the same
motifs as his sculpture, A combination of
geometric lines, rectangles and circles
pervade his still life series, while images
are derived from sources as varied as the
Canterbury Tales, Versalius, Olympics,
surreal landscapes and seascapes.
The
bulk of his work has been in abstract, constructionist views of desolate ruined abbeys, medieval buildings and landscapes
incorporating mist, sunset, and shadow.
The use of black, red, and gold in his
images shows the strong influence of oriental artistic values. His work continues to
embrace techniques of Japanese contemporary printmakers incorporating the sinu-

Your art can be featured in the display cases
This is an opportunity to share what is meaningful to you as an individual, to showcase the richness and meaning of the work we do, and provide a glimpse beyond into the multi-dimensionality of our richly diverse
and talented community members.
Any acceptable form of artistic expression or hobby is eligible:

ANYONE affiliated with the department can participate: staff,
faculty, students, volunteers, emeritus, retirees

Pieces will be rotated

Application available at
http://www.intrapathnet.medsch.ucla.edu/news/Hallway%20Bea
utification%20App%20Web%20Form.lnk.pdf

Click here for more information, or contact
pathopsmgrasst@mednet.ucla.edu

Display your creativity

Attention all
artists!

ous lines of a jug, bottle and glass into abstract
compositions.
Dr. Verity has exhibited at CSUN, Los
Angeles Physicians Art Society, and in his
local community, as well as at numerous art
festivals. Dr. Verity‘s work is currently on
display on the first floor in the 3 Corridor of
the CHS building. To see more of his work,
visit anthonyfineart.net.
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Lab Lean Performance Excellence Transforms Med Plaza
by Merian Raz
Director, Medical Plaza Laboratory
and Support Services
Clinical Laboratory Support Services entered its Lean Transformation journey on July 8, 2011,
and continued the first phase until
December 8, 2011. There were 16
staff who dedicated time and effort
to making the journey a success. Out of many A3 projects,
three were chosen: Phlebotomy
Check-in, Errors Monitoring, and
Lab Layout. Each project was interrelated as the team found that all
three projects depended on the
implementation and success of the
other. To date, the lab is undergoing further construction to complete the layout project. The checkin phlebotomy is successful with
meeting that of 80% of patients
drawn in 25 minutes or less, cur-

rently at 82% of patients seen in 25
minutes or less. The errors project
is doing well with less than 1%
errors made during order entry.
The next phase of the lean journey began January 26, 2012. This
new team will concentrate on more
A3 projects and will involve new
members of the Clinical Laboratory
Support Services.
The Lean transformation journey
was just what our lab needed to
help us reach our goal for a better
work environment in an effective,
organized way. Lean gave us new
tools to create a more productive
work environment to provide our
patients with care and satisfaction. This experience has given us a
fresh perspective on how to approach issues
within the lab,
viewing them
not as problems but as
opportunities
for
improvement. Not only
have we accomplished
new processes, we also
accomplished
growth within
ourselves and
developed
strong teamL to R: Theresa Uchi, Arnie Scheer, Debra Cobb, Merian Raz,
building skills.
Nerissa Juse, Lee Flores, Brian Hand, Felipe Osorno

Top row L to R: Shannon O’Kelly, Jenny Jun, Dr. Linda Baum,
Janio Gomes, Kelsey Hanashiro, Nerissa Juse, Yunie Ramirez,
Lee Flores, Felipe Osorno, Brian Hand
Bottom row L to R: Merian Raz, Maggie Barragan, Ehab Hanna,
Abigail Rosenthal, Dexter Atayde, Nadine Neri, Theresa Uchi, Will Were,
Monique Yanuaria, Ramon Burce, Debra Cobb, Susie Lu, Arnie Scheer

Top row L to R: Theresa Uchi, Kelsey Hanashiro. Yunie Ramirez,
Lee Flores, Janio Gomes, Dexter Atayde, Jenny Jun
Bottom row L to R: Brian Hand, Ehab Hanna, Nadine Neri, Maggie
Barragan, Monique Yanuaria, Nerissa Juse, Frank Nguyen, Felipe Osorno
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RECOGNITION: Appreciation for a job well done!
On behalf of the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine,
it is a pleasure to celebrate:
National Medical Laboratory Professionals Week (NMLPW) is an annual celebration of medical laboratory professionals and pathologists who
play a vital role in every aspect of health care. Lab Week is our chance to let people know about the dedication and commitment they give to
their profession and to quality patient care.
Since lab professionals often work behind the scenes, few people are aware of the critical testing they perform that saves lives, reduces morbidity, and helps control the cost of
care. Today, with advances in analytical science and automation–and as cost pressures
reduce patient stays in the hospital –work in the laboratory is more important than ever.
Lab Week is a time to honor the more than 300,000 medical laboratory professionals
around the country who perform and interpret more than 10 billion laboratory tests in the
United States every year.
The American Society for Clinical Pathology celebrated Lab Week by inviting laboratory
teams to showcase the important role that they play in patient care every day. A team of our
department‘s own Khanh Andrews, Abderrahmane Alioua, Alisa Wood, AnaRachelle Lontok,
Larry Comee, Lisa Brenner, HopeAngel Mayberry, Kellie Brown, Parisa Babaeian, and
Elizabeth Gambol submitted a 30-second original video demonstrating the ways in which
members of our department are collaborating inside and outside of the laboratory.
Each winter brings a seasonal shortage of blood due to the holidays, travel schedules, higher rates of illness, and inclement weather—a single
car-accident victim can require as many as 100 pints of blood! That‘s why, since 1970, January has been designated as National Blood Donor
Month (NBDM). It‗s a time when blood organizations pay tribute to the
nearly 11 million people who give blood each year, and encourage others to start the New Year off right by giving the gift of life.
Regardless of the time of year, blood has a short shelf life of only 42
days; hospitals nationwide need about 44,000 blood donations daily for
cancer care, surgeries, and the treatment of other serious diseases and
trauma. To increase awareness of the need for donations, the nation's
leading blood donation organizations come together to promote NBDM.
Thanks to all donors, volunteers, blood drive coordinators, and supporters for their selfless gift that saves countless lives. First-time and regular donors are encouraged to make a difference to their communities by scheduling an appointment to give blood every January, and regularly
thereafter. Remember, every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood, and just one pint of blood can help save up to three lives!
The celebration of an annual Histotechnology Professionals Day in March every year was announced by the National Society for Histotechnology (NSH) to aid in the public‘s knowledge of this important discipline. Most would agree that the field is not well known among lay people. The
society has been working to educate young people about histotechnology as a career option
with the annual Career Day program, and HPD is another opportunity to increase public
awareness and also bring awareness to practitioners of other disciplines in healthcare.
Histotechnicians (HTs) and histotechnologists (HTLs) are members of a laboratory team
who employ histologic technology to diagnose diseases, to conduct research, or to instruct
others in the science, and play a fundamental role in the allied health professions. The
tasks performed by the histotechnologist require patience, mechanical ability, knowledge of
biology, immunology, molecular biology, anatomy and chemistry. A histotechnologist will
prepare very thin slices of human, animal or plant tissue for microscopic examination. This
is an important part of the intricate process of scientific investigation used in establishing
and confirming patient diagnosis. Because of the histotechnologist‗s skillful application of
sophisticated laboratory techniques, the seemingly invisible world of tissue structure becomes visible under a microscope. Using skillful mechanical ability, a strong knowledge of
biology, and tremendous patience, they slice, mount, and stain the tissue so the cells are
clearly visible under the microscope. The stained and mounted tissue slides are used by pathologists and other medical scientists to determine cause of death, presence of diseases such as cancer, spread of disease, or proper course of treatment.
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PATHOLOGY RESEARCH ALUMNI COMMITTEE
Starting this year, one of the goals of the Pathology Research Alumni Committee is to highlight publications from our current and recently former graduate students, postdoctoral fellows,
and residents in the departmental newsletter. If anyone has additional publications (newly
published, first-author only) that should be highlighted, please contact Doug Smoot
(dsmoot@mednet.ucla.edu) or Christina Kim (ckkim@mednet.ucla.edu).
-- Joshua Deignan, PhD, FACMG
Assistant Professor, Pathology & Laboratory Medicine
Chair, Pathology Research Alumni Committee

PUBLICATIONS: September—November 2011
GSRs:
Ilona Bebenek – former GSR (Oliver
Hankinson lab)
CYP2S1 is negatively regulated by corticosteroids in human cell lines.
Bebenek IG, Solaimani P, Bui P, Hankinson
O.
Toxicol Lett. 2011 Nov 30. [Epub ahead of
print]
Eileen Heinrich – former GSR (Steven
Dubinett lab)
The Inflammatory Tumor Microenvironment,
Epithelial Mesenchymal Transition and Lung
Carcinogenesis.
Heinrich EL, Walser TC, Krysan K, Liclican
EL, Grant JL, Rodriguez NL, Dubinett SM.
Cancer Microenviron. 2011 Sep 16. [Epub
ahead of print]
Xiaoxiao Li – current GSR (Jonathan Braun
lab)
A metaproteomic approach to study humanmicrobial ecosystems at the mucosal luminal
interface.
Li X, Leblanc J, Truong A, Vuthoori R, Chen
SS, Lustgarten JL, Roth B, Allard J, Ippoliti A,
Presley LL, Borneman J, Bigbee WL, Gopalakrishnan V, Graeber TG, Elashoff D, Braun J,
Goodglick L.
PLoS One. 2011;6(11):e26542. Epub 2011
Nov 21.

Nathan Martin – current GSR (Richard Gatti
lab)
Assessing 'radiosensitivity' with kinetic profiles of γ-H2AX, 53BP1 and BRCA1 foci.
Martin NT, Nahas SA, Tunuguntla R, Fike F,
Gatti RA.
Radiother Oncol. 2011 Oct;101(1):35-8.
Epub 2011 Jun 30.
Gloria Preza – former GSR (Tomas Ganz lab)
Minihepcidins are rationally designed small
peptides that mimic hepcidin activity in mice
and may be useful for the treatment of iron
overload.
Preza GC, Ruchala P, Pinon R, Ramos E,
Qiao B, Peralta MA, Sharma S, Waring A,
Ganz T, Nemeth E.
J Clin Invest. 2011 Nov 1. pii: 57693. doi:
10.1172/JCI57693. [Epub ahead of print]
Nicole Valenzuela – current GSR (Elaine
Reed lab)
The link between major histocompatibility
complex antibodies and cell proliferation.
Valenzuela NM, Reed EF.
Transplant Rev (Orlando). 2011 Oct;25
(4):154-66. Epub 2011 Jul 30.

Aya Westbrook – former GSR (Oliver
Hankinson lab)
The role of tumour necrosis factor-{alpha}
and tumour necrosis factor receptor signalling in inflammation-associated systemic
Lin Lin – current GSR (Jonathan Braun Lab) genotoxicity.
Westbrook AM, Wei B, Hacke K, Xia M, Braun
Another earth: innate lymphoid cells and
J, Schiestl RH.
intestinal inflammation.
Mutagenesis. 2011 Oct 6. [Epub ahead of
Lin L, Braun J.
Gastroenterology. 2011 Nov;141(5):1542-4. print]
Epub 2011 Sep 28. No abstract available.

Jin Zhang – former GSR (Michael Teitell lab)
UCP2 regulates energy metabolism and
differentiation potential of human pluripotent stem cells.
Zhang J, Khvorostov I, Hong JS, Oktay Y,
Vergnes L, Nuebel E, Wahjudi PN, Setoguchi
K, Wang G, Do A, Jung HJ, McCaffery JM,
Kurland IJ, Reue K, Lee WN, Koehler CM,
Teitell MA.
EMBO J. 2011 Nov 15;30(24):4860-73. doi:
10.1038/emboj.2011.401.

Post Docs:
Chad Barber – former postdoc (Ken
Dorshkind lab)
Developmental relationships between B-1
and B-2 progenitors.
Barber CL, Montecino-Rodriguez E,
Dorshkind K.
Cell Cycle. 2011 Nov 15;10(22). [Epub
ahead of print]
Anna Calkin – former postdoc (Peter
Tontonoz lab)
FERM-dependent E3 ligase recognition is a
conserved mechanism for targeted degradation of lipoprotein receptors.
Calkin AC, Goult BT, Zhang L, Fairall L, Hong
C, Schwabe JW, Tontonoz P.
Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 2011 Dec 13;108
(50):20107-12. Epub 2011 Nov 22.
Katrin Hacke – former postdoc (Robert
Schiestl lab)
Combined preconditioning and in vivo
chemoselection with 6-thioguanine alone
achieves highly efficient reconstitution of
normal hematopoiesis with HPRT-deficient
bone marrow.
Hacke K, Szakmary A, Cuddihy AR, Rozengurt N, Lemp NA, Aubrecht J, Lawson GW,
Rao NP, Crooks GM, Schiestl RH, Kasahara
N.
Exp Hematol. 2012 Jan;40(1):3-13.e3. Epub
2011 Oct 12.
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PUBLICATIONS (continued):
Fang Li – former postdoc (Elaine Reed lab)
Antibody ligation of human leukocyte antigen
class I molecules stimulates migration and
proliferation of smooth muscle cells in a
focal adhesion kinase-dependent manner.
Li F, Zhang X, Jin YP, Mulder A, Reed EF.
Hum Immunol. 2011 Dec;72(12):1150-9.
Epub 2011 Oct 1.
Shareef Nahas – former postdoc (Richard
Gatti lab)
Comprehensive Profiling of Radiosensitive
Human Cell Lines with DNA Damage Response Assays Identifies the Neutral Comet
Assay as a Potential Surrogate for Clonogenic Survival.
Nahas SA, Davies R, Fike F, Nakamura K, Du
L, Kayali R, Martin NT, Concannon P, Gatti
RA.
Radiat Res. 2011 Sep 30. [Epub ahead of
print]
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Kotoka Nakamura – former postdoc
(Richard Gatti lab)
Functional characterization and targeted
correction of ATM mutations identified in
Japanese patients with ataxia-telangiectasia.
Nakamura K, Du L, Tunuguntla R, Fike F,
Cavalieri S, Morio T, Mizutani S, Brusco A,
Gatti RA.
Hum Mutat. 2012 Jan;33(1):198-208. doi:
10.1002/humu.21632. Epub 2011 Nov 9.
Zhanna Sobol – former postdoc (Robert
Schiestl lab)
Intracellular and extracellular factors influencing Cr(VI and Cr(III) genotoxicity.
Sobol Z, Schiestl RH.
Environ Mol Mutagen. 2011 Oct 21. doi:
10.1002/em.20679. [Epub ahead of print]

Kazuhiro Tanaka – former postdoc (Paul
Mischel lab)
Oncogenic EGFR signaling activates an
mTORC2-NF-κB pathway that promotes
chemotherapy resistance.
Tanaka K, Babic I, Nathanson D, Akhavan D,
Guo D, Gini B, Dang J, Zhu S, Yang H, de
Jesus J, Amzajerdi AN, Zhang Y, Dibble CC,
Dan H, Rinkenbaugh A, Yong WH, Vinters HV,
Gera JF, Cavenee WK, Cloughesy TF, Manning BD, Baldwin AS, Mischel PS.
Cancer Discov. 2011 Nov 1;1(6):524-538.

Residents:
David Lu – former resident
Genital rhabdomyoma of the urethra in an
infant girl.
Lu DY, Chang S, Cook H, Alizadeh Y, Karam
AK, Moatamed NA, Dry SM.
Hum Pathol. 2011 Oct 10. [Epub ahead of
print]

